
[Statement] 

 

Let's Live Ms. Byun Huisu's Tomorrow, Our Today 

Commemoration by the Joint-counteraction Committee for Reinstatement of 

Byun Hui-su, the Transgender Soldier 

 

"I want to show you that I can be one of the great soldiers who protect this country regardless of my 

gender identity. Please give me that opportunity. I hope every sexual minority soldier can carry out 

their duties and missions in an environment where they are not discriminated against." 

 

Sergeant Byun Huisu, in the press conference on January 22, 2020. 

 

On January 22, 2020, Sergeant Byun Huisu came out for the first time in front of many people. What 

do you remember about Byun Huisu? A brave face, smiling face, crying face, angry face. If you search 

the portal site, you can see various facial expressions in the same clothes in the same place. 

 

Byun Huisu was often brave, courageous, and an awesome person who takes care of her own matters 

more seriously than anyone else, but sometimes she was anxious, tired, and wanted to cry. Nobody is 

bright and brave all the time. No one. One day you may feel frustrated. Another day you would stand 

up. You walk on some other day. We live with each other in various ways every day. 

 

However, our society is not prepared to accept Byun Huisu's diverse aspects. In particular, the 

government and the military have left deep and noticeable scars on Staff Sergeant Byun Huisu for a 

while. Trapped in an old and anti-human rights thought that transgender people could not be allowed to 

serve in the military, they completely ruined one person's life. In addition, pointing an anonymous finger 

of discrimination and hatred at her must have been the most extreme pain. 

 

Just three days ago, on March 2, the military submitted a preparatory letter to the court, stating that 

Sergeant Byun Huisu should be forcibly discharged. The Army wrote 54 pages of absurd content that 

Sergeant Byun was kicked out of the army due to lack of social and public consensus and of male 

genitals, a self-damage, and because it appears she is unsuitable for the military service.  

 

That military expressed condolences to Sergeant Byun. The Army said, "There is nothing for the 

military to comment on the news of a civilian's death," to the obituary of the comrade who has shared 

joys and sorrows for four years. On the next day, as the public criticized the Army's response, the 

Ministry of National Defense expressed condolences but added a clue, "We have not discussed in detail 

the review on the system improvement for the transgender people's service." Perhaps, they were worried 

that someone might misunderstand its condolences as an apology. It's chaotic mourning with no way of 

knowing what to grieve, whom to comfort, or where to go. 

 

What the military should deliver to Sergeant Byun Huisu now is not condolences but apologies. No 

excuses, but countermeasures. We pledge our sincere apology and countermeasures. A brave-looking 

and splendid noncommissioned officer, Sergeant Byun Huisu. We will remember you forever. Thank 

you and sorry. 

 



We will surely recover the very obvious truth that the diverse lives of minorities are not the lives that 

are excluded, left behind, or defected but indeed the lives that are living today with dignity. Let us live 

Byun Huisu's tomorrow, our today, together in deep comfort for each other. 

 

On that path, the Joint-counteraction Committee for Reinstatement of Byun Hui-su, the Transgender 

Soldier, wants to succeed her and take one more new step, following Byun Huisu's footsteps. We will 

greet you again with broader solidarity to restore Sergeant Byun's honor and make the military safer for 

anyone and free from discrimination. 

 

Military Serial Number 17-500589, our beloved Staff Sergeant Byun Huisu, may you rest in peace. 

 

 

March 5, 2021 

 

 

Joint-counteraction Committee for Reinstatement of Byun Hui-su, the Transgender Soldier 

 

1. Lawyers for Public Interests 

2. Center for Military Human Rights Korea 

3. Dawoom – Together for Change 

4. Preparation Group for Sexual Minority 

Committee of the Democratic Party 

5. Social and Labor Committee of the Jogye 

Order of Korean Buddhism 

6. Rainbow Jesus 

7. PFLAG Korea 

8. Rainbow Action Against Sexual-Minority 

Discrimination of Korea 

9. Sarangbang 

10. Sexual Minority Committee of the Justice 

Party 

11. Jayuinmum of Chungang University 

12. People's Solidarity for Participatory 

Democracy 

13. Catholic Human Rights Committee 

14. LGBTQ Youth Crisis Support Center 

"DDingDong" 

15. Free Trans Right 

16. Human Rights Center of the National 

Council of Churches in Korea 

17. Korea Women's Association United 

18. Womenlink 

19. Solidarity for LGBT Human Rights of 

Korea

 

 


